The Juneteenth Reading List
Juneteenth commemorates the day the last enslaved people were emancipated
in the United States on June 19, 1865. Enjoy fiction and nonfiction from our
library to celebrate Juneteenth.
Key-Int Lvl-interest level, AD-adult-recommended for more mature audiences, YA-young adultrecommended for young adults. 5-8 is recommended for grades 5-8

A raisin in the sun (Modern Library Of the World's Best Books)
by Hansberry, Lorraine
Int Lvl: AD- Lorraine Hansberry's award-winning drama about the hopes and
aspirations of a struggling, working-class family living on the South Side of
Chicago connected profoundly with the psyche of black America--and changed
American theater forever. The play's title comes from a line in Langston Hughes's
poem "Harlem," which warns that a dream deferred might "dry up/like a raisin in the
sun."

Hidden Figures: the American dream and the untold story
of the Black women mathematicians who helped win the
space race by Shetterly, Margot Lee
Int Lvl: AD "Before John Glenn orbited Earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the
Moon, a group of dedicated female mathematicians known as 'human
computers' used pencils, slide rules and adding machines to calculate the
numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. Among these
problem-solvers were a group of exceptionally talented African American
women, some of the brightest minds of their generation."--Dust jacket. The #1
New York Times bestseller
-WINNER OF ANISFIELD-WOLF AWARD FOR NONFICTION
-WINNER BLACK CAUCUS OF AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BEST NONFICTION BOOK
-WINNER NAACP IMAGE AWARD BEST NONFICTION BOOK
-WINNER NATIONAL ACADEMIES OF SCIENCES, ENGINEERING AND MEDICINE COMMUNICATION AWARD

Becoming by Obama, Michelle
Int Lvl: AD-In a life filled with meaning and accomplishment, Michelle Obama
has emerged as one of the most iconic and compelling women of our era. As
First Lady of the United States of America--the first African American to serve
in that role--she helped create the most welcoming and inclusive White House
in history, while also establishing herself as a powerful advocate for women
and girls in the U.S. and around the world, dramatically changing the ways that
families pursue healthier and more active lives, and standing with her husband
as he led America through some of its most harrowing moments. Along the
way, she showed us a few dance moves, crushed Carpool Karaoke, and raised
two down-to-earth daughters under an unforgiving media glare.

March. Trilogy by Lewis, John
Int Lvl: YA-This graphic novel trilogy is a first hand account of Congressman
John Lewis's lifelong struggle for civil and human rights, taking him from a
sharecropper's farm to the halls of Congress.

Brown girl dreaming by Woodson, Jacqueline
Int Lvl: 5-8;Raised in South Carolina and New York, Woodson always felt
halfway home in each place. In vivid poems, she shares what it was like to grow
up as an African American in the 1960s and 1970s, living with the remnants of
Jim Crow and her growing awareness of the Civil Rights movement. Touching
and powerful, each poem is both accessible and emotionally charged, each line
a glimpse into a child's soul as she searches for her place in the world.
Woodson's eloquent poetry also reflects the joy of finding her voice through
writing stories, despite the fact that she struggled with reading as a child. Her
love of stories inspired her and stayed with her, creating the first sparks of the
gifted writer she was to become.

The hate u give by Thomas, Angie
Int Lvl: YA -sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the
poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she
attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr
witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of
a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a national
headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a
gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name. Some cops
and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone
wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive
who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does-or does not-say could upend
her community. It could also endanger her life.

Monster by Myers, Walter Dean
Int Lvl: YA-While on trial as an accomplice to a murder, sixteen-year-old Steve
Harmon records his experiences in prison and in the courtroom in the form of a
film script as he tries to come to terms with the course his life has taken.
Monster is a multi-award-winning, provocative coming-of-age story that was the
first-ever Michael L. Printz Award recipient, an ALA Best Book, a Coretta Scott
King Honor selection, and a National Book Award finalist.

Maya Angelou : "diversity makes for a rich tapestry"
Int Lvl: YA- I speak to the black experience, says Maya Angelou, but I am
always talking about the human condition. From the child raised by her
grandmother in a small village in Arkansas to the writer known as a National
Treasure, Angelou has lived a remarkable life. She rose from pain and poverty
to achieve success as a dancer, an actress, a teacher, an award-winning author.
Readers of Donna Brown Agins's compelling new profile will understand and
appreciate why Angelou is one of the best-loved and most fascinating
American writers.

Long way down by Reynolds, Jason
A Newbery Honor Book
A Coretta Scott King Honor Book
A Printz Honor Book
A Los Angeles Times Book Prize Winner for Young Adult Literature
Longlisted for the National Book Award for Young People's Literature
Winner of the Walter Dean Myers Award
An Edgar Award Winner for Best Young Adult Fiction
Parents' Choice Gold Award Winner
An Entertainment Weekly Best YA Book of 2017
A Vulture Best YA Book of 2017
A Buzzfeed Best YA Book of 2017
Int Lvl: YA-Told in short, fierce staccato narrative verse, Long Way Down is a fast and furious,
dazzlingly brilliant look at teenage gun violence, as could only be told by Jason Reynolds.

Mandela : an illustrated autobiography.
by Mandela, Nelson
Int Lvl: YA-Nelson Mandela is one of the great moral and political leaders
of our time: an international hero whose lifelong dedication to the fight
against racial oppression in South Africa won him the Nobel Peace Prize
and the presidency of his country. Since his triumphant release in 1990
from more than a quarter century of imprisonment, Mandela has been at
the center of the most inspiring political drama in the world. Mandela: An
Illustrated Autobiography tells the extraordinary story of Nelson Mandela's
life, an epic of struggle, setback, renewed hope, and ultimate triumph. With
nearly 200 stunning photographs - many of them published here for the
first time - and with text adapted from his remarkable memoir Long Walk to
Freedom, this moving book captures the indomitable spirit of a moral giant and dramatically
portrays his struggle toward freedom. Mandela's journey is vividly and eloquently recounted: the
development of his political consciousness, his pivotal role in the formation of the African
National Congress Youth League, his years underground - which led to a sentence of life
imprisonment in 1964 - and his twenty-seven years behind bars. He also movingly recounts the
momentous events leading up to his victory in South Africa's first-ever multiracial elections in
1994.

*All of the book pictures, reading level and reviews are taken from Follett’s Titlewave database.
All of the books listed can be found in our library. This is just a sampling of the books that we
have related to this topic.

And waiting for you on our library shelves:

